
At Pompei A.D., we believe that our 
lives are affected by our physical and 
emotional environment. In all aspects 
of the design process, whether it is with 
customized lighting, working towards 
LEED certiþcation, or the application 
of Feng Shui, we are conscious of the 
effect that our actions have on the en-
vironment. 

When we found our new ofþce space 
in the Butterick  Building, it was a typi-
cal mid-1900's ofþce design: 2x2 lay-in 
white ceiling with ÿuorescent lighting, 
4x4 cream-colored cubicles, gray car-
pet, and white sheetrock walls.

It took some investigating to discover 
the true potential of the space. Hidden 
beneath the carpet was the original con-
crete ÿoor, behind the sheetrock was the 
original red brick, and above the ceiling 
tiles were original concrete vaults. The 
vaults were created purely in response 
to the structure system of the ÿoor 
above, beautiful in their simplicity.

With much of the existing excess 
stripped, the space was reborn; fresh, in 
its original 1900's aesthetic. There is a 
great resilience to the industrial buildings 
that were constructed in the early 20th 
Century, and we wanted to embrace 
and expose the original structure of the 
space. We're doing an intervention in 
the space rather than reconstructing it, 
by layering in functionality and  materials 
and coming the original character of the 
space with our own aesthetic.

Some of the overall considerations for 
the design were a Feng Shui report, 
intelligent lighting, and LEED Certiþca-
tion.

Feng Shui: Feng shui is an ancient Chi-
nese philosophy about living with, rath-
er than against, nature. It is the study of 
form, space, time and the arrangement  
of human activity in space to achieve 
harmony with the environment. 

We collaborated with Feng Shui prac-
titioner Alex Stark, because we appre-
ciate the integration of Western design 
and Eastern sensibility. 

In Feng Shui, a study of the energy dis-
tribution in the space can pinpoint the 
areas of activity that are strong and 
those areas that need to be enhanced. 
Various techniques are employed to 
correct weaknesses. 
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